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Edward Albee
November 13, 1981
7:30p.m.

The Zoo Story by Edward Albee. Produced
by Black:friars Drama Society and the
Department of Communication

Lee Hall Auditorium

Director ............... Dominic J. Cunetto
Technical Director .......... Wayne Durst
CAST
Peter ........................ Church Cliett
Jerry ........................ Steve Fisher

Lecture: "The Playwright vs.
The Theater" by Edward Albee.
This will take place immediately following the play.

Lee Hall Auditorium

There will be a reception honoring Mr. Albee
immediately following his lecture.

Union Art Lounge

Edward Albee's appearance was made possible through the assistance of the
following:
Mississippi Arts Commission and the National Endowment For the Arts
Mississippi Committee For the Humanities and the National Endowment For
the Humanities
Mississippi State University Lecturn Committee
Mississippi State University Department of Communication
Mississippi State University Department of English
Blackfriars Drama Society
Selma W. Warner, Program Services
Mississippi State University Honors Program
College of Arts and Sciences Academic Excellence Fund

The Zoo Story is produced by
special arrangement with
Dramatists Play Services, Inc.

PLAYS by EDWARD ALBEE
THE LADY FROM DUBUQUE
SEASCAPE
USTENING
COUNTING THE WAYS
ALLOVER
BOX AND QUOTATIONS
From Mao-Tse 'lUng
A DEUCATE BALANCE
TINY AUCE
WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?
THE AMERICAN DREAM
THE SANDBOX
THE DEATH OF BESSIE SMITH
THE ZOO STORY
FAN AND YAM

ADAPTATIONS
EVERYTHING IN THE GARDEN
(From the Play by Giles Cooper)
MALCOLM
(From the Novel by James Purdy)
THE BALLAD OF THE SAD CAFE
(From the Novella by Carson McCullers)
LOUTA
(From the Novel by V. Nabokov)

Edward Albee
Long acclaimed by critics as "America's most important dramatist still writing" whose
award-winning plays are repeatedly produced in theaters throughout the U.S.A. and in many
foreign countries, Edward Albee is now winning new and richly deserved plaudits for his
performances as a lecturer and platform personality on the college circuit.
During the past several years Edward Albee has criss-crossed America giving lectures,
reading selections from his plays and conducting workshops for students in creative writing
and in acting and directing. His programs have enthralled and stimulated young audiences
from Boston to Hawaii, Minnesota to Texas and back to New York through deepest Dixie.
Usually he spends two days on each cam pus. While his public lectures are praised for their "wit,
insight, and information", it is his workshops for students which are true working sessions
replete with hard questions that get forth-right and honest answers that have excited the
greatest enthusiasm on campus after campus.
Along with his platform successes, Edward Albee continues to write new plays and direct
some of his earlier ones. His "The Lady From Dubuque" was produced on Broadway in the
spring of 1979, and he is now at work on a play adapted from Nabokov's "Lolita".
Edward Albee's "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" is one of the most frequently performed
plays created in recent time by any American dramatist. It has been made into a movie starring
Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor and translated into many foreign languages. When this
play was first produced in 1962, Richard Watts wrote that "It is the most shattering drama I
have seen since O'Neill's "Long Journey Into Night", adding that "Mr. Albee can without
fulsome exaggeration be placed high among important dramatists of contemporary world
theater."
"A Delicate Balance" was, however, Edward Albee's first Pulitzer Prize winner. Max Lerner
characterized it as a play portraying "through barbed talk and polished inter-action, the prime
disease of our time and our society, which is neither violence nor materialism nor alientation,
but quite simply emptiness."
Edward Albee's second Pulitzer Prize winner, "$eascape", was described by Brendan Gill in
The New Yorker as "the most exquisitely written" of all Albee's plays. "He calculated not
only every immaculate line of dialogue but every word, every ceasura; when the actors fall
silent, we hold our breath and wait, as we wait on the reading of some superb long poem." Of
Albee's "All Over" Samuel Hirsch wrote: "It restores faith in the American Theater and has reestablished Edward Albee as our foremost dramatist."
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A good play is defined by Edward Albee as one "with something to say and the ability to say
it". He believes that "a play should bring its audience some special sense of awareness of the
times, alter and shape that awareness in some significant manner". An Albee lecture has the
same mission.
Edward Albee, who grew up in a famed theatrical family, started seeing plays at five, began
writing at six; at first poetry, then fiction including two novels which will never be published.
At 25 he stopped writing and did not resume until the age of 30 when he produced "The Zoo
Story", followed by "The Sandbox" and "The American Dream", among others. Then in 1962
came "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?", bringing to Albee towering dominance on the
American Theater scene and instant international fame.
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